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MUSICAL COMMENT— NEW YORK 



By J . STRICKLAND 



By the time this issue of The Fine Arts 
Journal is given to the public, Grand Opera 
in New York will have ceased to be until the " 
season of 1907-8. By all accounts, the season 
at the Metropolitan has not been a financial 
success, and on the contrary, the Manhattan 
season has been productive of a large margin 
of profit. As this is Mr. Hammerstein's first 
venture as a Grand Opera Maestro in New 
York, this must be highly encouraging to hjm, 
and will undoubtedly spur him to still bigger 
efforts for the benefit of his patrons. Mir. Ham- 
merstein enjoys the distinction of catering to 
the masses rather than kow-towing to the iour 
hundred who swell the subscription list. It is 
his desire to give the public who fill the bal- 
cony, orchestra and circle seats, the best that 
money can procure in this line, and the pat- 
ronage he in turn has received this season is 
a sufficient sign of the appreciation of his ef- 
forts. Melba has sailed away to be back at 
this house in the fall, and her place was taken 
for the balance of the season by Calve. 

The Philharmonic Society gave a second ex- 
tra concert at Carnegie Hall on Saturday 
eve, April 6th. Safonoff conducted, it being 
his last appearance this season. The Pathe- 
tique Symphony was rendered, and Lhevinne 
gave the "Tannhauser" Overture by Wagner. 

"The Messiah," was sung at the Hippo- 
drome on Sunday eve, April 7th, by the Peo- 
ple's Choral Union. The oratorio was mag- 
nificently rendered by a chorus of 850 voices 
and an orchestra of sixty pieces conducted by 
Frank Damrosch. The soloists who were all 
in excellent voice consisted of Genevieve Clark 
Wilson, Anna Taylor Jones, Frank Ormsby 
and William Harper. 

A fine rendition of "Rossini's Stabat Mater," 
was given by the New York Festival Chorus 
and Orchestra at Carnegie Hall, on the after- 
noon of April 7th, under the auspices of the 
West Side Y. M. C. A. The soloists were , 
Beatrice Fine, Perry McBride, Cecil James 
and Percy Hemus. 

The Volpe Symphony Orchestra gave their 
third and last concert of the season at Car- 
negie Hall, Sunday afternoon, April 14th. The 
programme consisted of the following: Sym- 
phony No. 2, Beethoven : tone poems, "Ham- 
let." "Ophelia," MacDowell : piano concerts in 
G major, Beethoven. Overture, "In the Spring- 
time," Goldmark. The soloist was a young 
American pianist, Miss Henrietta Michelson. 

The Mendelssohn Glee Club gave a concert 
for the benefit of the McDowell Fund on April 
2d, at Mendelssohn Hall. The hall was well 
filled and the fund will be considerably 'helped 

thereby. 



On the eve of April 7th Miss Louise Le 
Baron was an efficient soloist. Miss Le Baron, 
by the way, has been engaged as prima-donna 
contralto with the Castle Square Opera Co., in 
Boston for the coming summer season. 

An interesting event to take place at 
Duryea's Monday eve, April 29th, is the sec- 
ond concert of the Cantata Club. The soloists 
will be Albert Gerard-Thiers, tenor; Hans 
Knonold, 'cellist, and Richard Arnold, violin- 
ist. The Richard Arnold Sextette will assist; 

An agreeable function was given by the pu- 
pils of Mme. Edwards at the Waldorf-Astoria 
on March 28th. This was the sixth of a 
series of musicales given by Mme. Edwards, 
and proved a most decided success. The fol- 
lowing participated in the evening's pro- 
gramme: Miss Lorene Rogers, Louise Le 
Baron, Helen Larle, Helen Summers and 
Miss Rogers. Miss Louise Le Baron sang the 
greater portion of the programme, appearing 
on three different occasions, acquitting herself 
admirably. The other participants, however, 
are well worthy of commendation and proved 
apt pupils of their distinguished teacher. 

The Gaelic Society gave an Irish Musical 
Festival at Carnegie Hall on the eve of April 
8th. The following artists participated : Miss 
Maggie McCann, mezzo soprano; Miss Kate 
A. Malholland, soprano; Miss Genevieve C. 
Horan, soprano; Miss Helen O'Donnell, con- 
tralto ; Lloyd Rand, tenor ; Edward O'Mahony, 
basso ; John Cheshire, harpist ; Bernard O'Don- 
nell, accompanist. Mr. Henry Magee was the 
musical director. 

Ossip Gabrilowitsch, the Russian pianist, 
gave his farewell recital at Mendelssohn Hall 
on the afternoon of April 13th. Hs selections 
were taken from the works of Bach, Schubert, 
Chopin, Mendelssohn, Glazounow, Arensky 
and Gabrilowitsch. 

Two interesting matinees were given by the 
students of the Stanhope-Wheatcroft Dramatic 
School at the Casino Theater on March 21st 
and April nth, respectively. The first bill 
consisted of "Modern Love," "A^ Scene from 
Romeo and Juliet," "The Turn' of the Road," 
"Look at that Clock," "Dream Faces," and 
"The Marble Arch." At the second perform- 
ance the following plays were presented.: "The 
Flying Wedge," "Cupid's Messenger," "No- 
bility," "A Bachelor's Wife," "The Letter of 
the Law" and "Mere Man." The ability dis- 
played by the students reflect great credit on 
Mrs. Wheatcroft and her assistant instructors. 

An interesting violin recital was given by 
the pupils of Ferdinand Carri at Mendelssohn 
Hall on Wednesday eve, April 10th. 



